
LAKE CITY 2025 

If you plan to hike with us on Monday, we’ll rendezvous at Carbondale old City Market at 7:30. Since we’re not leaving 

any vehicles, none of the merchants should take an issue with us meeting there. From Carbondale, we’ll proceed south 

on 133, over McClure Pass, and past Paonia Reservoir to the Kebler Pass turnoff. I’ve opted for Kebler Pass in lieu of 

the North Rim of the Black Canyon due to the abundance of fall color on the Pass this time of year. Actually, I clocked 

it on Google Maps, and the Kebler Pass route through Crested Butte is about 20 minutes shorter than the North Rim 

route via CO 92 to Lake City or I-70 to Clifton to US 50. Overall, it’s about 4 hours to Lake City, exclusive of hiking. 

After a short hike on Kebler Pass (TBA), we’ll continue into Crested Butte (lunch there if you want), then south on CO 

135 to Gunnison, west 9 miles on US 50 to CO 149 and south 44 miles on 149 to Lake City. Both the North Face Lodge 

and Alpine Moose Lodge are on the right at the north end of Lake City. Some of the rooms have kitchenettes, but there 

are a couple of breakfast spots within easy walking distance of the lodges, the Lake City Bakery and Breakfast Hangout 

& Euphoria (which is also open for dinner M-W). Other dinner spots include Climb Elevated Eatery ($$-$$$$), Packer 

Saloon & Cannibal Grill ($$-$$$), and Sportsman BBQ Station ($$, open until 7pm W-M). 

This was purely by accident, but it appears that our trip falls between two hunting seasons, muzzle-loader and rifle, 

but it does fall within the archery season, which ends Sept 30.  So, wear your bright colors while in the backcountry.  

At least there should be fewer hunters competing for the use of our trails; but expect to find an abundance of ATVs, 

since they are street-legal in Hinsdale County, and archers likely will be using them. 

There are two principal streams in Lake City: The Lake Fork of the Gunnison River, which flows through town, and 

Henson Creek, which flows into the Lake Fork at the south end of town. Most of our hikes are within one of these two 

watersheds: 

Tuesday: Independence Gulch (2.8 mi, 1700’); Fanny Fern Mine (1.7 mi, 900’); Thompson Lake (2.2 mi, 1300’); Water 

Dog Lake (5 mi, 2500’). Trailheads for Thompson Lake and Water Dog Lake are walking distance from our two lodges. 

Fanny Fern is a short drive on the south end of town, and Independence Gulch is 5 miles north of town. Since they’re 

both short hikes (3.9 mi, 2200’ total), you could combine Fanny Fern and Thompson Lake on the same day. In the 

evening, we’ll have a potluck cookout at the North Face Lodge. 

Wednesday: Wetterhorn Basin via Mary Alice Creek (3.5 mi, 2300’); Sloan Lake from American Basin (2.2 mi, 1300’); 

Handies Peak from American Basin (3 mi, 2400’); Handies Peak via Grizzly Creek (4 mi, 3600’); Redcloud Peak via Silver 

Creek (4.7 mi, 3600’); Redcloud/Sunshine Peaks via Silver Creek (6 mi, 4100’); or Redcloud/Sunshine Peak loop via 

Silver Creek with NW face descent (9.5 mi*, 4100’). I’ve been jonesing to do Wetterhorn Basin (from the Ouray side), 

since 2017, but I’ll settle for the Henson Creek approach instead. It’s short, but most (1900’) of the elevation gain is in 

the first 2 miles (like Arbaney-Kittle), and the starting elevation (10600’) is much higher.  As for the remainder of the 

Wednesday hikes, I’ve done Handies crossover hike via Grizzly Creek to American Basin way back in 2003. But if you 

choose to cross over, I suggest you start at American Basin. It has 1200 fewer feet of gain, and the logistics are simpler. 

I’ve also done Redcloud & Sunshine, out and back via the Silver Creek route, in 2010 with the 100 Club. The downside 

of this route is that it’s 12 miles round trip, and you must reclimb 500’ over Redcloud on the return. I have no intel on 

the NW face descent except that it’s shorter round-trip (9.5 mi) and avoids the hassle of reclimbing Redcloud. 

Thursday:  Golconda Mine Complex (2 mi, 1200’); Carson Ghost Town (2.5 mi, 1400’ or 3.8 mi, 2300’); Cataract Gulch 

(4 mi, 1600’); or Crystal Lake (4.5 mi, 3000’). Of the first two, Golconda appears to have far more interesting ruins 

replete with a variety of relics from the mining era in Colorado. For Carson, you can shave 900’ of elevation gain by 

driving 1.25 mile up a 4WD road. Otherwise, it’s 2WD. The hike to Golconda will be entirely on a 4WD road up Shafer 

Creek from Henson Creek; expect to share it with ATVs. I have not hiked Cuba Gulch, but I can recommend Cataract 

Gulch, though I have no recent intel on it. All but Golconda are on tributaries of the Lake Fork south of town. 



Friday: Dark Canyon from Kebler Pass TH; Pioneer Point/Curecanti Creek (1.9 mi, 800’); and/or Crystal Creek (1.6 mi, 

800’). Pioneer Point and Crystal Creek are both within the Curecanti National Recreation Area (NRA), which is an 

extension of Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park.  I plan to do either Dark Canyon or both Curecanti NRA trails 

for a total of 7 miles round-trip with 1600’ of gain (all gain on the return legs).  The NRA trailheads are on CO 92, the 

road between Blue Mesa Dam and Hotchkiss, that skirts the North Rim of the Black Canyon. The shortest route from 

Lake City to CO 92 is via either County Road 25 or County Road 26 north from CO 149 to US 50.  Turn right (or left) onto     

US 50 from CR 25 (or 26). Of the two, 26 is definitely longer, but probably faster, than 25. Turn north on CO 92 at Blue 

Mesa Dam. Trailhead turnouts for both are on the left and are clearly marked. For Dark Canyon, take CO 149 north to 

US 50; turn right on 50 and drive east about 9 miles to CO 135 in Gunnison; turn left on 135 and drive to Crested Butte; 

turn left on Whiterock Avenue, which becomes Kebler Pass Road. 

If hiking is not your bag, or if you just want to take a day off from hiking, consider joining Mike and Barb Larime for 

one or more of their 4WD adventures: 

Mike & Barb’s Excellent Off-road Adventures 

Monday: Traverse Kebler pass and lunch in Crested Butte at Paradise Cafe. Drive up Gothic Road for fall color 

then on to Lake City. 

Tuesday: Go to American Basin then on to Cinnamon Pass. Also, take the side road to Carson Ghost Town if time 

permits. Pack a trail lunch. 

Wednesday: Drive the Engineer Pass Road to or close to Engineer Pass and explore Nellie Gulch. Trail lunch. 

Thursday: Take a color tour to Creede, lunch at Creede Hotel (reservations suggested) and then drive the Bachelor 

Loop with a 1-hour mine tour ($20) along the way.  No reservations needed for the mine. 

You can ride with Mike and Barb on a space-available basis or bring your own 4x4. Most of this tour is on mild to 

moderate 4WD roads. Anyone interested in more detail is welcome to contact Mike at MWLarime@comcast.net. 

With regard to 4-wheeling to trailheads, the need (or not) for 4WD is predicated on old, possibly outdated, intel. But 

experience tells me that many of these roads can deteriorate from use and weather…sometimes overnight. If possible, 

I’ll scout some of them once we arrive in Lake City (or rely on Mike for more recent intel from his 4WD adventures). 

Regrettably, the only photos I have from our 2010 Lake City trip are from the Redcloud/Sunshine climb and Cataract 

Gulch. Photos from my previous trips are on Kodachrome (when I kept Mike Skeps and Ray Limoge gainfully employed).
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